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ELECTION DAY REPORT
PARLIAMENTRY ELECTION 05" AUGUST 2020

The 8th Parliamentary Election under the 1978 Constitution concluded peacefully today
without any major incident of violence or major violation of election law on Election Day which
could have influenced the final result of the election. This is a continuation of a positive trend
in the conduct of elections and in the strict implementation of election laws for which the
Election Commission, Political Parties and Defense team including The Police need to be
commended.

However, there were a few incidents of appealing for votes, illegal campaigning during the
Election Day, transportation of voters, scattering of small printed images of candidates around
the polling station, an assault in Mahiyangana and an incident of threatening with firearm in
Kandy and more than 15 incidents of voter impersonation. There were also two incidents of
vehicle procession into the vicinity of polling centres by leading politicians in Nikaweratiya and
Akkaraipattu.

At the conclusion of the Election Day, we have received 6 acts of violence, 147 other violations
including 60 cases of illegal election propaganda and 33 acts of intimidation of voters.

The highest number of complaints received from Kandy district followed by complaints received
from Kurunegala and Colombo districts. There were also 4439 cases of violations of election
laws on social media during the cooling off period and 510 such violations on Election Day itself.

PAFFREL deployed 3040 stationary observers and 260 mobile vehicle teams consisting of 1100
observers who monitored the Election Day activities in the polling stations and on the
ground.They were supported by 319 long term observers. Taking into account the experience
of past elections and the reported ground situation of the pre- election period, 13 teams were
deployed at national level for carrying out monitoring in selected hot spot areas. There were
also 25 district coordinators and 25 field coordinators and 25 who were engaged in 25
complaint units at the district level.

This Election is significant in that it was conducted in the shadow of the Covid-19 pandemic
which resulted in the postponement of the election on two occasions, and restricted election
rallies, door to door campaigns and running of the election campaign offices. The strict
implementation of the Election Law by the Election Commission limited the number of offices
for candidates where they could advertise the preferential number. In this context the
restrictions on campaigning due to the Covid -19 health regulations resulted in a problem of
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popularizing the preferential number of the candidates. Those who had more resources could
continuously use electronic, print and social media for campaigning and popularized their
preferential numbers as against those who did not have such resources. This created an
unequal playing field and highlights the need for campaign finance laws, which are important to
ensure a level playing field for all candidates.

Even though considerable efforts were made by the Election Commission, those undergoing
compulsory quarantine could not exercise their right to vote, which emphasizes the importance
of drafting laws to provide for advance voting. Such laws will also need to facilitate several
other groups to enjoy the right to vote, including those who work and are domiciled abroad and
those who are employed in the essential services on the Election Day by providing them with
the opportunity to vote in advance. PAFFREL requests the new Parliament to pay special
attention to formulate and approve the required laws for campaign finance and advance voting.

PAFFREL appreciates the role played by the Election Commission and District Commissioners
and the security forces and health authorities for successfully organizing these elections in an
environment complicated by the need to protect the population from the Covid-19 pandemic.
We appreciate the preparation, commitment and dedication of the officials of the Election
Commission, District Offices of Election and those of the Health Department and Security
Forces for ensuring health and safety standards in the polling stations for voters to cast their
votes without fear. All polling stations had made arrangements for following the health
guidelines, keeping physical distances, providing hand washing facilities and hand sanitization
while entering and exiting polling stations. Face masks had been provided for those who came
to vote without wearing a face mask.

PAFFREL recognizes the courage shown by the elderly and the people with health conditions
going to the polling stations for voting in fulfilment of their duties as citizens without
considering the personal health risk to them. The voter turnout of 71 percent was satisfactory
in these circumstances.PAFFREL would also like to commend the political parties, independent
groups and majority of candidates for adhering to the Election law and maintaining a
satisfactory level of integrity. We urge all stake holders to maintain the good conduct during
the counting phase and celebrate the results peacefully during the post-election period.

Rohana Hettiarachchie
Executive Director



